
HUMBOLDT RIVER BASIN, MIDDLE HUMBOLDT RIVER BASIN

10327500 HUMBOLDT RIVER AT COMUS, NV

LOCATION.--Lat 40°59'32", long 117°19'00" referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ SE ¼ sec. 14, T.36 N., R.41 E., Humboldt County, 
Hydrologic Unit 16040105, on left bank, at Comus siding of Southern Pacific Railroad, 9.0 mi northeast of Golconda, 1.0 mi upstream of Kelly Creek, 
32 mi northwest of Battle Mountain, and at mi 191.48 above Derby Road bridge. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--12,220 mi2 at current location at Comus railroad siding. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1894 to December 1909, September 1910 to September 1926, October 1945 to current year. Published as "near Golconda" 
prior to October 1917. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1514: 1921-22, 1926. WSP 1314: 1904, 1907-8, 1911-13, 1916-17; WDR NV-99-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 4,350 ft, above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929, from topographic map. Prior to 
September 25, 1917, nonrecording gages at several sites in vicinity of present location at different datums. September 25, 1917, to June 30, 1923, and 
May 23, 1925, to May 31, 1926, nonrecording gages at several sites within 7.0 mi of present site at different datums, October 1, 1945 to December 11, 1997 
at Comus railroad siding site, 6.5 mi upstream at different datum. December 12, 1997 to March 2, 2000, at site 6.5 mi downstream at Preble bridge. 
March 7, 2000, gage moved back to upstream site at Comus railroad siding.

REMARKS.--Records fair. Many diversions above station for irrigation, 206,000 acres, additional acreage not covered by decree. Flows significantly 
influenced by discharge into river from mine de-watering approximately 15.5 mi upstream.   See schematic diagram of Humboldt River Basin.

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 9,900 ft3/s, April 24, 1984, gage height, 12.25 ft; no flow at times some years. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 659 ft3/s, March 25, 26, 27, gage height, 5.46 ft; minimum daily discharge, 0.50 ft3/s, October 14. 

   

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 2004

DAILY MEAN VALUES

DAY OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

1 27 35 36 40 62 171 453 380 330 170 40 54
2 37 35 37 e41 64 180 464 381 331 174 39 56
3 42 33 36 e42 63 179 455 375 336 167 39 55
4 37 31 37 e43 65 183 436 371 343 160 40 55
5 33 32 36 e44 71 180 441 291 344 151 48 55

6 31 32 38 45 75 171 444 256 349 144 79 55
7 24 32 38 50 74 168 439 246 352 132 74 54
8 21 10 37 48 70 170 435 237 348 121 64 50
9 21 2.9 37 48 67 172 432 231 360 115 58 48

10 5.4 2.2 37 48 e65 179 457 235 387 115 56 49

11 0.82 2.1 37 51 e60 185 475 256 371 109 56 46
12 0.59 2.0 39 53 e57 204 495 256 361 104 58 45
13 0.55 2.1 40 54 e55 232 499 273 360 100 61 46
14 0.50 2.0 40 51 53 265 498 300 348 92 49 48
15 13 32 40 e48 55 290 491 335 327 85 49 49

16 19 37 39 e48 57 311 476 385 338 78 55 48
17 21 37 39 e47 69 337 467 379 353 75 59 49
18 24 43 36 e47 85 370 456 365 365 73 58 48
19 24 55 31 e47 97 411 449 354 367 73 58 52
20 24 53 32 e46 106 461 451 284 347 72 56 54

21 25 e56 33 e46 118 516 467 264 320 72 57 52
22 25 e56 e33 e46 129 568 471 289 296 71 61 52
23 23 55 e35 e46 129 601 472 284 280 68 63 51
24 3.4 45 e36 e45 132 629 477 286 265 62 63 46
25 21 19 e37 45 129 652 469 283 251 57 61 45

26 21 37 e38 e46 138 655 461 340 242 53 61 46
27 21 34 e39 e47 144 656 451 308 226 50 60 45
28 22 37 40 48 141 651 429 303 218 50 60 45
29 22 35 46 53 151 633 417 305 205 47 58 44
30 19 34 45 60 --- 482 388 310 179 43 57 47
31 26 --- 49 60 --- 430 --- 324 --- 41 55 ---

TOTAL 634.26 918.3 1,173 1,483 2,581 11,292 13,715 9,486 9,499 2,924 1,752 1,489
MEAN 20.5 30.6 37.8 47.8 89.0 364 457 306 317 94.3 56.5 49.6
MAX 42 56 49 60 151 656 499 385 387 174 79 56
MIN 0.50 2.0 31 40 53 168 388 231 179 41 39 44
AC-FT 1,260 1,820 2,330 2,940 5,120 22,400 27,200 18,820 18,840 5,800 3,480 2,950

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1895 - 2004, BY WATER YEAR (WY)

MEAN 32.9 63.7 96.7 141 254 522 735 750 869 411 73.6 21.9
MAX 259 386 791 762 873 3,267 5,312 6,227 4,630 1,930 636 190
(WY) (1985) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1983) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984)
MIN 0.05 0.10 0.09 0.10 0.16 25.0 57.8 9.79 3.33 0.08 0.08 0.00
(WY) (1954) (1955) (1961) (1955) (1955) (1896) (1920) (1918) (1918) (1992) (1954) (1920)
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SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR 2003 CALENDAR YEAR FOR 2004 WATER YEAR WATER YEARS 1895 - 2004

ANNUAL TOTAL 42,529.16 56,946.56
ANNUAL MEAN 117 156 331
HIGHEST ANNUAL MEAN 2,022        1984
LOWEST ANNUAL MEAN 36.8        1920
HIGHEST DAILY MEAN 662 Jun 18 656 Mar 27 9,640 Apr 25, 1984
LOWEST DAILY MEAN 0.50 Oct 14 0.50 Oct 14 0.00 Sep 16, 1905
ANNUAL SEVEN-DAY MINIMUM 3.3 Nov 8 3.3 Nov 8 0.00 Jan 1, 1906
MAXIMUM PEAK FLOW 659 Mar 25 9,900 Apr 24, 1984
MAXIMUM PEAK STAGE 5.46 Mar 25 12.25 Apr 24, 1984
ANNUAL RUNOFF (AC-FT) 84,360 113,000 239,500
10 PERCENT EXCEEDS 255 435 908
50 PERCENT EXCEEDS 73 60 114
90 PERCENT EXCEEDS 21 31 1.0

e Estimated
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